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is 197^4 ft.; the height of the dome from the pavement to the top of the
cross outside is 448 ft.; and the external diameter of the cupola is
1955/2 ft. St. Peter's is thus 93^ ft. longer, and 64 ft. higher than St.
Paul's, London. The great dome was designed by Michelangelo,
under whose control the building operations were placed in 1546,

Considered by many to be more beautiful than the church itself
is the piazza which leads up to St. Peter's. It is surrounded by two
semicircular colonnades, constructed by Bernini in 1667. Each colon-
nade is 55 ft. wide and is supported by four rows of columns, 48 ft.
high, so placed as to leave sufficient room between the inner rows for
the passage of two carriages abreast. Altogether there are 284 columns,
surmounted by 192 statues of saints, each 12 ft. high. The area enclosed
by the colonnades measures 787 ft. across. The colonnades do not
stretch right up to the fagade of the church: joining them to the
building are two galleries, 360 ft. long and 23 ft. wide.

INDIA'S OLDEST ARCHITECTURE

T Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa are the remains of cities which date
from about 3000 B.C.   They are the oldest architectural relics yet

discovered in India.   The building materials used were brick, mud

and gypsum mortar.

A

GREAT   TEMPLE   AT   MADURA
One of the largest and most curious of the religious buildings of
India is the Great Temple at Madura, which is said to have been built
in the i6th century. Rectangular in shape, it is surrounded by nine
ornamental towers, one of which is 152 ft. high. It contains the
" Hall of a Thousand Pillars."
The largest Mohammedan place of worship in the world is said to
be the Great Mosque (Jamma Masjid) of Delhi, which was built in
the middle of the i7th century. It has three domes of white marble
and is itself paved with marble. The greatest height of the mosque
is 201 ft. and one of its courts is 450 ft. square. It stands on top of a
rock and is approached by an imposing flight of steps.
LARGEST   BUDDHIST   TEMPLE   IN   CEYLON
In Ceylon there are a number of temples, known as dagobas or stupas,
which date from about 200 B.C. The Thuparama dagoba^ at Anuradha-
pura, is one of the most ancient. The man who was responsible for
having it built planted in the same town a sacred tree which is still
living, and which is probably the oldest historically interesting tree in
the world.
The largest Buddhist temple in Ceylon is known as the Lan^atilalyt,
The high-water mark of Hindu building is considered to be tbe
triumphal tower at Udaipur, in India.  It is 121 ft high, and was erected
in 1442.  In graceful proportions, the Ran Gipri Mosque at Ahmadafaad